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Ormerod House in Burnley, Lancashire, was a stunning mansion that sat atop a bank 
overlooking the Brun behind, with a sweeping meadowland in front. Built in 1595 by Lawrence 
and Elizabeth Ormerod, the house had a rich history and interesting associations with the 
Ormerod family dating back to the year 1270. 

Although the exterior of the house was altered in 1758, some parts of the building remained in 
existence, and the interior was modernized, except for a 17th-century mantelpiece in one of the 
rooms. When Lawrence Ormerod died in 1793, his daughter married Colonel Hargreaves, who 
made several alterations to the house, including the addition of a western porch in Elizabethan 
style and an arch with a chevron ornament similar to the ancient archway at Barcroft. 

After Colonel Hargreaves' death in 1834, his two daughters became tenants for life, and the 
reversion passed to the Rev. W. Thursby, who had married his elder daughter. The Thursbys 
continued to live at Ormerod, and the old house became their home. The Rev. and Mrs. W. 
Thursby were generous benefactors, donating the land on which the Victoria Hospital now 
stands and providing significant financial assistance towards its erection. 

Their son, John Hardy Thursby, was born in 1826 and was a respected figure in Victorian 
society, twice married, and a magistrate for many years. He was elevated to a baronet in Queen 
Victoria's Jubilee Year and died in Cannes in 1901. Sir John missed the bright fires that came 
from Lancashire coal and was buried at Holme, with flags flown at half-mast throughout 
Burnley as a mark of respect. 

Ormerod House was honored by a royal visit in October 1886, when Prince Albert Victor 
opened the Victoria Hospital. While at Ormerod, he expressed delight at the house's "quaint 
rooms" and showed great interest in some of the historic relics contained within it. 
Unfortunately, this was to be one of His Royal Highness's last public functions, as he died 
shortly afterward. 

The house contained many valuable items of furniture, including a panel bearing the emblem of 
the Spenser family, which was originally in their home in nearby Hurstwood. Some controversy 
surrounding this panel has arisen in the past because it is unlikely that the family merited a coat- 
of-arms, but there is little doubt that the Spensers themselves adopted some family emblem, and 
this eventually found a home at Ormerod. 

The old house of Ormerod was unoccupied for many years until 1939 when Mr. and Mrs. J. G. 
Coates purchased the property from the Towneley Coal and Fireclay Company. The Coates 
family occupied the house until 1946, when mining subsidence forced the demolition of the 
building. However, the stables and other outbuildings were not affected and were converted into 
Six very attractive dwellings, which some members of the Coates family still occupy. 

Although Ormerod House is no longer standing, its rich history and associations with the 
Ormerod family, Colonel Hargreaves, the Thursbys, and Sir John Hardy Thursby make it an 
important part of Burnley's heritage. Its royal visit, valuable furniture, and interesting relics all 
contribute to its significance, and the conversion of the stables into dwellings allows a small 
piece of the Ormerod House legacy to continue to live on. 
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